
Lauren Wade (graduated) has been traveling 

back-to-back for a month now, prepping for 

college. In Lauren's senior year, she received 

2nd place overall for nationals with TSA, and 

she also received 1st with Biotechnology 

design. Lauren earned the following 

scholarships: MOAA, VFW, Entre Nous, and the 

Golden Herald. "I have officially been working at 

SPF Screens and Awnings for 3 years now," 

Wade said. AJ Peters (graduated) received a 

US Naval Academy Foundation Scholarship and 

attending Georgia Military College until he is 

enrolled at the Naval Academy. AJ received the 

following scholarships: VFW, MOAA, CMP, 

USNA, and GMC. Haylee Hogan(graduated)

graduated from SCF with her General 

Associate’s Degree. Haylee's received the 

following scholarships: FGCU, AMVETS, DCF. 

She is working towards pursuing a career in law 

enforcement as a detective.

Overall, our 2025 Cadets earned 

$1,001,928.00 in scholarships.
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A Pirate’s 

Life
A Pirate’s Life, is the official newsletter of 

the Braden River High School JROTC, 

Pirate Battalion! The PIRATE stands for 

"Personal Courage, Integrity, Respect, 

Accountability, Teamwork, Engagement” 

and is created by Cadets, for Cadets. This 

quarterly newsletter is designed to keep 

our Cadets, parents, and guardians 

informed and connected.

Through A Pirate’s Life, we’ll share 

updates on JROTC activities, upcoming 

events, and news—everything from 

Raider and Drill meets, to fundraisers, 

volunteer opportunities, and school 

events. Most importantly, it will highlight 

the hard work and achievements of our 

Cadets, recognize their dedication while 

celebrating their success. Thank you to

Cadet LTC Brinlee Johnson(12)and

Cadet MAJ Kaiya Peters(12) for their help

compiling this issue.

2025 CADETs achievements

Here On Stage- Haylee 

Hogan at graduation giving 

her speech

INTRODUCING JROTC Cadet leadership 
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challenge

"Hello everyone, I am Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Brinlee Johnson (12), the 
Battalion Commander of the Pirate JROTC Battalion. As Battalion Commander, 
my role is to oversee operations, provide direction, and make the decisions that 
keep our program running strong and unified. Some of the goals I have for this 
battalion are to create leaders who take pride in themselves and in their team, to 
install discipline that carries over into school, home, and future careers, to build 
motivation, so that every cadet has the drive to succeed no matter the 
challenge, and most importantly, to help each of you grow not just as cadets, 
but as people. This year's Continuous Improvement Plan will be Cadet 
Involvement. As the Pirate Battalion, we strive to help cadets get the most out of 
their years in the JROTC program, which means they must get involved. Cadets 
have the opportunity to join one of our extra-curricular teams, such as the 
Raider, Rifle, Drill, and Orienteering teams, to name a few. They also have the 
ability to rank up in their company's and participate in PT and fun leadership 
building activities. We hope cadets will take these opportunities and make it the 
best year ever in JROTC," Johnson said.
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Back-to-Back- AJ Peters and 

Lauren Wade receiving the MOAA 

and VFW Scholarships.

Goals for 2025-2026 Battalion

Graduates following their 

dreams after high school



The JROTC Raider team is a physical fitness program, it 

unites Cadets as a teammates, whether they're running 

to train their body or simply aiming for a healthier 

lifestyle. The main goal is to build bonds, promote 

wellness, most importantly, to have fun! On Mondays, 

Wednesdays, Fridays, after school. Raiders helps train 

their body mentally and physically. On Tuesdays and 

Thursday's, they have morning runs at 5:30 in the 

morning. "The Raider teams' goal is to build our 

character, motivation, will power, and strength. Go 

beyond what we think we are capable of, Brinlee 

Johnson (12) said.
Cadet Mistique Quiones 
Cadet Quiones is a LET 3 Cadet in JROTC, 

highlight her achievement this summer at 

JCLC, and earning the distinction of 

"Distinguished Honor Graduate” competing 

against 267 cadets. "I love JCLC. It brings 

together so many people from different 

backgrounds, and we all bond over the 

different activities there. Getting the 

Distinguished Cadet award was really an 

amazing experience, from the board to 

actually getting the award. It let me know 

that I can really accomplish more than I 

allow myself to believe," Quiones said.​

BRHS JROTC
CADET SPOTLIGHT

Eyes on the prize

Raider summer training
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It's Game day

The cone- Nickolas Gilding (11) and 

Emilee Moore (11) breaking cars into 
two rows with a cone. "I guess I do it 

because I get to hang out with my 

friends while doing the parking and 

it's pretty fun going to go watch the 

rest of the game after we're done," 

Gilding said.
Keep it moving- Joshua Miranda 
(12) was guiding the cars forward to the 
parking lot.

Fun Friday

Hope you enjoy the game

Maroon shirts on and

four ranks

Tryouts for the new team

Motivation and Determination

At Braden River High School, the JROTC battalion 

helps at home football games in the parking lot. The 

cadets help guide the ongoing cars to where they 

need to park or if they are help to volunteer for the 

game. "I love football parking so much. You get to not 

only spend time with your friends while getting 

community service hours, but you also get to meet a 

bunch of different people and talk to them about 

JROTC and your life at Braden River high school. It's 

such a fun and rewarding experience and I highly 

recommend for everyone to be a part of it at least 

once," Aurora Tysall (10) said.

The rifle team goals are to continue what out last 

captain worked toward which is a team with the 

potential for a top five placement in states, continuity in 

the team's members. "Me personally, I want to work 

toward being the best captain I can, teaching all of you 

with the advice of the two previous captains learning 

their shot analysis and how to teach you guys to fix 

fundamental issues and personal improvement on 

marksmanship," Kyle Clerkin (12) said.

In Charlie company, they head outside 

and start their P.T for their fun Friday 

grade. Sabrina Mangin (10) is the 

company's photographer, and she 

captures the company class pictures to 

show their hard work and fun times. 

“Physical training (PT) is a good addition 

to the Junior ROTC program. It allows 

you to work out along with your other 

activities. I also like that once a month 

our companies create fun activities, my 

favorite is Manhunt, it is kind of like hide 

and seek, where half the class hides and 

the other half tries to find as many kids as 

they can," Mangin said.

On Point- Tryouts for the 
Rifle team shooting for a spot 
on the team.

On Point- Raiders mix team 
at Celery Fields at 6am for a 
morning run

Down- Charlie company start their physical 
training for their P.T. Friday.



A graduate, Barbara Baeza-Soria-Galvarro

(graduated) came to tell her story about the 

experiences of the United States Coast Guard 

recruit in boot camp. "So, when you look up 

the Coast Guard basic training, one of the first 

things that people make fun of is holding a 

water bottle over your it is like from 10 

minutes to 20 minutes. They can range from 

that time period and having your arms up like 

this with a full canopy of water really sucks," 

Baeza said.

Where I Stand
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"My name is Jeremiah 

Gonzalez (graduated), and I 

graduated from Braden 

River High School in 2024 

and immediately joined the 

U.S. Army National Guard. 

After speaking with a 

recruiter, I selected Combat 

Engineer as my Military 

Skill," Gonzalez said.

Line up-Jeremiah 

Gonzalez in basic 

training in his unit 
Moving Forward-

(Seman) Baeza-Soria-

Galvarrro Marching in her 

unit with a rifle in the Coast 

Guard

Please Rise

Set to Rise- The color guard wait 

at the first football game after the rain 

on Aug 15, 2025
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Forward March- Color Guard 

going on the field Aug 22, 2025

We stand proud and don't 

mess around

Where are 

they now?

Military skills in 

Combat

Color guard is where you march and raise the 

American and Florida flag, and there are two rifles, 

which they present colors as well. Color guard is done 

in ceremonies or any events that show our pride, 

honor, and respect to those who served, protected, and 

supported our country. Cadet Sergeant Major Marfil 

Trejo (11) oversees the color guard and when to form 

one for an event. "We still have a lot more color

guards to do this year and hope to be able to go to 

many places and be able to present our flag with honor 

and respect," Trejo said.

Camp Experiences



6545 State Road 70 

East, Bradenton,

Florida 34203

https://www.manatees

chools.net/o/bradenriv

er

2025-2026 Cadet Chain of Command

BATTALION 

COMMANDER

Cadet Brinlee 

Johnson
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EXECUTIVE 

OFFICER

Cadet Kaiya 

Peters

COMMAND 

Sergent 

MAJOR

Cadet Marfil Trejo

Cadet Staff Officers are the brains behind all Braden 

River operations/activities. It is their job to take the 

JROTC Senior Army Instructor’s (SAI) intent and concept 

of operations and convert them into actionable plans, 

with assignment of responsibilities, tasks and resources. 

The Cadet Chain of Command is used to issue orders 

(downward) and to ask for clarification and resolve 

problems (upward), while providing proper avenues of 

communication and direction. "Hello Pirates! I am Cadet

Major Kaiya Peters (12), the Battalion's Executive 

Officer (XO) for this school year. As the XO, I oversee 

the Battalion Staff to insure they know what to do and 

when to do it by. I also communicate with the Staff and 

Command teams, so they stay updated on any upcoming 

events inside and outside of the classroom," Peters 

said.

The Cadet Battalion Commander’s (BC)

principal duties are to command the Battalion at all

formations and ensure all the Cadet First Sergeants 

and Cadet Captain Cadets of her Braden 

River Battalion know and use the chain of command 

while staying informed, safe and acting accordingly.

The Cadet Battalion Executive Officer’s (XO) principal 

duties are to supervise the activities of personnel 

assigned to JROTC. The XO also supervises, integrates 

and coordinates the activities and assignments of the 

coordinating and special staffs.

The Cadet Battalion Command Sergeant Major’s (CSM) 

principal duties are to serve as a bridge between the 

Cadets while assisting with logistics, drill and ceremony 

and the good order and discipline of the Cadet corps.

If you have questions 

regarding our JROTC

program

or this newsletter, please 

contact one of our 

instructors.

S1 Humans 

resources:

Cadet CPT

Shannon Acevedo

S1 Assistant:

Cadet 2LT Katie Rock

S3 OPERATIONS:

Cadet MAJ Dianna 

Cruz

S3 Assistants: 

Cadet CPT Trevor 

Russin-Martinez

S4 Battalion 

logistics:

Cadet CPT Meadow 

Sprague

S4 Assistant:

Cadet CPT Sophia 

Zambrano

S5 PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

& MEDIA:

Cadet CPT Kaylynn Magee

S6 Communications:

Cadet CPTHolden Kirchberg

S2 Intel & 

Security:

Cadet

CPT Trenton

Magee

S7 OPERATIONS:

Cadet CPT Jenalie 

Dume

S8 Yearbook & 

Public Relations: 

Cadet CPT Javier 

Garcia-Trejo

Cadet of the month

WEEKLY SCHEDULE & KEY DATES

ASVAB Testing: Nov. 20, 2025

Rifle Comp: Oct. 2nd, 2025, at Parrish High School

Raider Comp: Oct. 4, at Newsome High School

JLAB Comp: Nov. 1, 2025

Football Parking: Sep. 26, 2025, at Braden River High 

School

First Uniform Wear: Sep. 24, 2025

Color Guard Training: Sep. 26, 2025, from 2:45 - 4:00

Donate to your pirates here!

Alpha
Grady Johnson

Bravo
Noah Johnson

Charlie
Lesley Luna

Delta
Aaliyah Edwards

Echo
Israel Malachi

Foxtrot
Danica Urbanik
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